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Digitized from Box 12 of the Robert T. Hartmann Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July22, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB HARTMANN 

In response to your inquiry about the 
distribution of the Independence Day 
message, my office has been sending 
these out on request to all local observ­
ances of that holiday. In addition, I have 
sent 250 copies to ARBA and another 
large batch to Maria Downes of Ted 
Marrs 1 office. 

t~ 
Eliska Hasek 

cc: Paul Theis 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Independence Day, 1975 

As we begin the ZOOtb. year of our independence as a Nation, we the 
people of the United States still enjoy the blessings of liberty aa we 
continue to build a more perfect union for ourselves and our posterity. 
The great goals of America are never fully gained; the future of America 
is always brighter th.an its glorious past; the destinx of America demands 
the best of each succeeding generation, as it does of us today. . 

Our Nation's first century saw the firm. establishment of a free system 
of government on this continent, from. Atlantic to Pacific. Our first 
century produced political institutions responsible to the people, and 
confirmed at tragic cost the proposition tbat .all A:n;l.ericans are created· 
equal. 

Our Nation 1 s second century, now ending, saw the development .of a 
strong economic society in the free climate which our political institu­
tions sustained. Our second century transformed an underdeveloped 
country into the mightiest and most productive nation in human history, 
with ever more widespread sharing of economic gains and of responsi­
bility for the less fortunate of our ·neighbors. 

I see the great challenge of our third ceJ;J.tury as the advancement of indi­
vidual independence in this "sweet land of liberty. •i We must devise safe­
guards- !or .. ·th; sacred identity of each and every American, to protect 
personal freedom and individuality from. the daily pre:ssures of confortnity 
whether they come from massive governm.ent, massive management and 
labor, massive education or niasaive communications. Every citizen in 
our third century of freedom as a Nation must have the· personal freedom. 
to fulfill his or her. potential in life, liberty and the p~rsuit of happiness. 

Many years ago, a Sunday school teacher taught me .that the beauty of 
Joseph 1s coat was its m.any colors. And the beauty of.America is il;s 
~any indivi~uals, each of us a little different from the otlier. Freedom 
for everyone who respects ~e freedom of others is the great goal which 
I see and commend to my cotmtry.men for the third century of American 
Independence. Freedom. irwh;1t .the Fourth of July is all about . 

........... 
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Independence Day, 1975 
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This should stress the history, culture and 
the achievements and the basic values that are so 
important that we associate with our way of life. 

Yes, the ideas that were forged and fought for 
in the 13 colonies crossed the Appalachians. They 
followed the wagons and rode with the Pony Express. 
They crossed the Mississippi and the Missouri, spanned 
the and the American desert. 

\ 

They belong as much to the West as they belonged 
to the East. 

Wherever the American flag has gone, so went 
the concepts of this great Republic. American clipper 
ships that probably sailed in part from this great 
Baltimore harbor took the story of America to the far 
corners of the earth with pride and with success. American 
jet liners carry it every day across the skies to 
distant lands. 

, Indeed, this event does not belong just to 
Americans. This is a celebration of liberty, freedom, 
democracy, wherever they exist, and we want them to exist 
on a global basis at some time in the world's 

While we cherish the many heritages that enrich 
our land, we of all people have no history except what we 
have written for ourselves. We are not Americans alone, 
by birth or blood, by oath or creed or compact among 
princes. We are Americans because we deliberately chose 
to be one Nation, indivisible. For 199 years, with 
God's help, we have gone forward together, and we will 
in J}l.e future. 

Two centuries of sacrifice and struggle, of 
conflict and compromise, have gained for us an unprecedented 
measure of political and economic independence. 

We have, on this Independence Day of 1975, a 
free Government that checks and balances its own excesses, 
and a free economic system that corrects its own errors, 
given the courage and the constructive cooperation of a 
free and enlightened citizenry. 

This is the amazing history Americans have 
written for themselves, you and your as we 
begin our Bicentennial celebration. 

The young Republic of yesteryear is today a 
strong and a very great Nation. It still lives by the 
values of the Declaration, the Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights. It influences the destiny of millions beyond 
our shores. It still remains, in.Lincoln's words, "The 
last, best hope of earth." 

MORE 



Page 5 

Let us, this Fourth of July, continue to be a 
Nation of hope. The American people believe in tomorrow, 
that by dawn's early light our flag will still be there~ 
Let us be one Nation and one people indivisible, for our 
flag is one and our destiny is one. 

Let us be people of value, of liberty, equality 
and justice, no matter what the cost. That has been our 
history, and we are proud of it. We have never counted 
the cost of freedom, and I don't think America every will. 

Let us in the final. analysis be true to our­
selves for then we can be false to no nation or to no 
people. Let us live, not only for our own progress, but 
also in harmony and hope for all other men, women and 
children everywhere in this great globe. 

In so doing, the United States and its people 
serve and honor the promise of Francis Scott Key's 
words: "Land of the free, and home of the brave." 

Thank you and good night. 

END (AT 9:20 P.M. EDT) 
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